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Someone once told me that buying a house is like going on the ulti- 
mate shopping trip.You have to find the perfect fit to really love it.And 
while the quest for the perfect house can in itself become an experience, 
in the end, that same perfect house becomes a perfect home,so making 





sure everything is just right is a must. 
For couples like Tricia Yacovone-Biagi and Bruce Biagi it was the 
rural charm of Shelburne that drew them to plant new roots in an area that offered all that they 





embraced and hoped for in a community. Their vision for an environmentally friendly-solar-pow- 


Living Spaces is published ered net zero house became a reality after building on 50 acres of land in Shelburne. An /dyllic 
twice a year—April and 


ae Shelburne Farmhouse Prizes the Local Sustainability and Nostalgic Comfort, page 4. 
ctober. 


For Susan and Claudia, the perfect home was found in a place they now affectionately refer 
It is mailed to discriminating 
homeowners in western 
Massachusetts and northern 
Connecticut. It is also open floor plan to the windows showcased throughout. Cozy Elegance and Stylish Simplicity in 
available by subscription Florence, page 20. 
(800.824.6548) and is 
distributed at our advertisers’ 
places of business. plicity, for others it’s about filling it with collectables.Whatever brings joy and comfort to the 


to as “the Cottage” Their single-story craftsman home in Florence is a place where company 
are welcome and consciously accommodated. Careful detail was paid attention to from the 


Living spaces come in all shapes and sizes, all colors and designs. For some it’s about sim- 


place where you call home, be sure to make it your perfect fit. 
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by Chad Jewett 


Shelburne Farm 


Prizes the Local Sustainability 
and Nostalgic Comfort 


town of rolling hills and stunning 
woodland panoramas, Shelburne is a 
quiet country village, dotted with cen- 
turies-old colonials, sprawling fields of 
apple trees and sweet corn, and photo- 





genic old farmhouses. Though found- 
ed a decade before the Declaration of Independence 
had even been signed, it's almost uncanny how ideally 
placed the town of around 2,000 is amongst the high- 
lights of 21st century Western New England.A few miles 
to the east lies Greenfield; a short trip north brings 
you to Brattleboro, Vermont. A handful of exits down 
I-91 South and you've arrived at the cultural centers of 
Amherst and Northampton. 
For Tricia Yacovone-Biagi and Bruce Biagi, who 
were bidding goodbye to their home in the college 
town of Columbus, Ohio where Bruce was a professor 


and Tricia worked at a quickly-growing start-up, the rural 


charm of Shelburne was perfect. 

“We love living here,’ said Bruce.“We think we chose 
the right place. It’s a beautiful area with nice people’ 

“It has a very small town feel which we really liked? 
Tricia added. 

The process began with a wide-ranging, coast-to- 
coast search for a community that both shared the cou- 
ple’s progressive values and offered the opportunity to 
build an environmentally friendly, solar-powered net zero 
house, wherein energy efficient design and solar energy 
would mean little dependence on the electric grid and 
as small a carbon footprint as possible. 

“We really wanted to build a net zero home, and 
that wasn't going to be possible in Ohio,’ said Tricia. 

The pacific Northwest was considered, but when 
Bruce and Tricia saw the 50-acre Shelburne property, a 
hillside expanse that moves from idyllic field to verdant 
forest, they knew they had found their new home. 














The interior of the modern farmhouse boasts 
cherry, maple, hickory and oak from the 
surrounding woods, including a custom- 
made kitchen island and red oak floors. 
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Local craftspeople Mike Philbrook 
and Scott Belanger worked on the 
cabinets, bookcases and cherry 
wood beams in the Shelburne 
farmhouse. 





“We had the advantage of spending a lot of 
time thinking and planning. At the time we were 
looking in Northampton and then we came out 
here,’ Bruce recalled.“My brotherin-law drove me 
up to the top of the hill here at one point and I told 
Tricia ‘I just saw the most beautiful place’” 

Once the couple decided on the Shelburne 
lot as the site for their new home, the next step 
was designing the house - a careful and collabo- 


rative process between Tricia and Bruce and the 
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Northampton-based Wright Builders. 
Planning began in Spring 2017, with con- 
struction commencing later that year. 
Move-in day came in late August of 2018. 

“We had guests coming, the cou- 
ple recalled with a chuckle as they rem- 
inisced about the final days spent com- 
pleting the home, finishing moving only 
two days before friends arrived for the 
house's inaugural visit - the first of many. 
“Thank goodness we have the spare bed- 
rooms.” 

Along the way, the couple’s initial 
goal of building a fully sustainable house 
soon expanded to using local craftspeo- 
ple for the build, from the Hicks Family 
farm who harvested the wood found on 
the 50-acre property, to Mike Philbrook 
and Scott Belanger, who worked on cab- 
inets, bookcases, cherry wood beams, 
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The modern farmhouse’s entrance is made from 

Ashfield stone, while the front walkway and side 
patio were built with stone from Goshen. 
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The second floor features beams 
made from cherry trees found on the 
property's 50 acres. 


and sauna. The interior of the modern-yet-clas- 
sic two-story arts-and-crafts style farmhouse 
boasts cherry, maple, hickory, and oak from the 
surrounding woods, including a custom-made 
kitchen island and red oak floors. 

“While we were exploring the property 
we had this idea of,‘could we cut down some 
of these trees on the property to use in the 
house?’” said Tricia. 

“With our awareness about trying to have 
a sustainable home, trying to find local people 
to work on the home was part of that mission 
to make sure it was sustainable and as local 
as possible,’ she went on to say.“Except for the 
framing lumber, which is from Canada, the 
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rest of the house is all locally sourced. Everything 
we could get locally we did. It’s all local where we 
could or has a story for us otherwise.’ 

Indeed, in addition to their “keep it local” 
ethos, the couple has themed several rooms after 
other places they have called home, including the 
American Southwest, Spain, and Scandinavia, their 
new abode a two-story photo album of fond mem- 
ories and nods to earlier journeys. 

The second floor, which contains guest bed- 
rooms, a meditation area and an office space, fea- 
tures beams made from cherry trees found on the 
fifty acres. Cabinets, drawers, and a desktop, were 
also crafted by a local carpenter from that same 
cherry. The home's entrance is made from Ashfield 
stone; the front walkway and side patio were built 
with stone from Goshen, and installed by Himalaya 
Stonecraft, based in Hawley, MA. 

The couple is quick to credit the skill and 
imagination of the craftspeople that helped the 
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The basement features a sauna, a gym, and 
a small pool - with large glass doors that 
lead to the outdoors. 
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couple fine-tune and realize their dream. 


“We wanted to support the local economy, provid- 
ing work and business for local people,’ said Tricia. “It 
was a wonder to watch these craftsmen do their work” 

The basement features a sauna, a gym (Tricia is a 
triathlete), and a small pool (Bruce was a competitive 


swimmer), with large glass doors opening out onto a 


hill that gradually eases into a hayfield, then a forest. 


An outdoor shower stands just around the corner from 
the basement. The couple's landscape designer Selene 
Weber, who happened to be from Scandinavia where 
Bruce spent a year earlier in his career and where the 
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sauna is a popular creature comfort, recommended 
building the room close to an outdoor patio for cooling 
off. 

“IT promised him a pool and he promised me a 
sauna, said Tricia.“We spend a lot of time down here in 
the winter’ 

“It’s Bruce and Tricia’s YMCA down here,’ Bruce 
said with a chuckle. 

The house itself, a sleek and modern take on a 
classic farmhouse, boasts two different shades of subtle 
sage green, blending in with the natural splendor of 
the surrounding New England countryside, where the 
couple have spied bear, coyote, rabbits, turkeys, beavers, 
and deer. 

“We wanted everything to be very simple and to 
blend in to the environment,’ said Tricia.“You don't really 
see the house from the street, but what you do see is a 
simple arts-and-crafts style farmhouse. You don’t know 
youre going to get this whole bank of windows, Tricia 
says, gesturing to the dense forest and gently rolling hill 





stretching to fill the horizon. Indeed, while the design of 
the house is an impressive blend of the classic and the 
modern, it is the views of the Northern Massachusetts 
landscape - a striking collage of autumn reds, golds, and 
greens, crisp in the late October afternoon — that really 
takes your breath away. Much of the design of the home, 
from its native wood to its large windows to a basement 
that opens right onto the hill, seems designed to fit in 
with, emphasize, and celebrate that natural beauty. 

Choosing just the right color for the home's exterior 
was a particularly memorable step in that process. 

“We wanted to make sure the color of the house 
would be soothing and would blend in with the environ- 
ment), recalled Tricia.‘I really wanted to go with green” 

The couple had the perfect shade of green — or so 
they thought. But when they brought a sample out to the 
house to check the color against the forest background, 
they quickly discovered it was far too bright and synthet- 
ic for the natural surroundings. But the green of Project 


be inspired at medallioncabinetry.comj 


Welcome to the kitchen. 


Where ideas thrive. Recipes are born. 
Meals turn into moments. 


And life is inspired. 


Manager Mark Ledwell’s hat was another story. 

“He was standing there holding up the sample, 
wearing this hat. And I said ‘Yeah it does look really 
bright, but what looks really good is your hat,” said Tricia 
with a laugh. Luckily, the couple still had an entire col- 
lection of paint swatches on hand and were quickly able 
to match the cap to a paint. 

For the interior of the Shelburne house, the couple 
brought the same careful consideration of color and 
effect that defines the exterior. Tricia chose soothing 
green paint for the wood of the kitchen island to mark 
a sort of natural break between the open-floor dining 
room and kitchen, a shade that matched the marble of 
the kitchen and the verdant panorama just outside the 
broad living room windows. Elsewhere, the art decorat- 
ing the walls — true to the couple's aesthetic thesis for 
the home — comes from either shops nearby or origins 
close to Bruce and Tricia’s heart. A painting of a barn 
on the property by Tricia’s 98-yearold mother hangs in 
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When it came to choosing the color for 
the exterior of the house, the homeowners 
knew the perfect shade of green when they 
Saw it on their project manager's hat. 
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the kitchen; a mirror from 
a gallery in Shelburne 
Falls decorates a nearby 
hallway. 

If the design of the 
home is crafted to cel- 
ebrate the countryside 
beauty of their surround- 
ings, the couple’s hobbies 
- ranging from hiking to 
rafting to snowshoeing to 
day trips to Vermont and 
the Five College area -- 
similarly soak in all that 
the local environs have to 
offer. The couple's focus on 
giving back and support- 
ing their local community 
has extended to their work 
with Go Get The World — 
an organization that funds 
scholarships at UMass 
Amherst and empowers 
women to achieve their 
dreams - and other envi- 
ronmental and sustain- 
ability organizations in the 
area. 


Even after a year 


spent in their new home, 


the couple is still quick 
to note just how grateful 
they are for this beautiful 
house, this welcoming 
community, for the imag- 
ination and care of the 
people who helped make 
their imagined home a 
reality. 

“We were extremely 
fortunate the way things 
worked out for us to make 
all of this possible,” said 


Bruce. 
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and Stylish Simplicit 


In Florence 








usan and Claudia refer 


*to jtheiy single-story 
craftsman home as “the bothers name that 

captures the Florence, Massachusetts house’s 

cozy minimalism whilé only hinting at its 

sleek, modern sophistication. As it turns out, 
that combination of simplicity and style was exactly what 
the couple had in mind when downsizing from their pre- 
vious home, a fourbedroom, fourbathroom house, also in 
Florence. 

“We're both aging and we didn’t want steps for the 
rest of our lives,” said Susan, who saw the new house as 
an opportunity to build a living space that could grow 
with them.“We wanted one-floor living. Simple but effi- 
cient. We wanted our dream house, so rather than do 





more and more work on the old house, we decided to 





design a house where we could live forever’ 

“We thought it would be fun to do, to build your own 
home from scratch, Claudia added. 

“So that’s what we did, said Susan."It’s totally ours? 

The home's exterior features subtle natural greens 
with pastel yellow accents and striking copper gutters. 

“I wanted bright color. And we obsessed, we really 
did. It took a long time to come up with them. We started 
going though magazines, going through plans, and play- 
ing with the design. Mostly, we did it ourselves,’ said Susan. 
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A Goshen stone patio and an inviting front porch 
emphasize outdoor use. The backyard, featuring land- 
scaping by Margaret Leonard of Paradise City Landscape 
Design, boasts a gas grill and outdoor speakers, all for 
open-air entertaining. There is also a patio area where 
the couple can enjoy their morning coffee in a small 
private outdoor oasis. Claudia and Susan also plan on 
adding a gas firepit in the spring. 

“That was really important to us? said Susan about 
the focus on getting the home's exterior living spaces 
just right.“We want the outside to be as close as possible’ 

The house's interior is similarly designed to empha- 
size the beautiful New England woods. Windows are 
showcased throughout to bring the outdoors in, adding 
a sense of privacy and immersion in the verdant wood- 
ed landscape. As guests enter the home's front door, they 
immediately see all the way through the craftsman’s 
open-floor plan to the tall, gorgeous windows that line 
the house’s back wall - natural picture frames for the 
autumn flora waiting just past the backyard in the quiet 
Northampton village. 
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As guests enter through the front, they are 
welcomed by an open-floor plan. 
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“Tt’s a small place, so we wanted lots of 
light and we wanted to be able to feel some 
expansiveness by having the outside so avail- 
able” Claudia said. 

“We wanted big tall windows and lots 
of light,” added Susan. “What we wanted is 
for you to walk in the front door and see out. 
That was really important to us. And when 
the sun is out it’s bright here all day’ 

Other design choices for “the Cottage” 
are devoted to entertaining, including an out- 
sized center island lined with industrial-style 
metal bar chairs, offering a gathering point 
right by the well-appointed chef's kitchen. 

“We loved the idea of having a really 
big island so that people could sit and hang 
around, and we could put out a lot of food? 
said Claudia.“So that was part of our thinking 
for the island? 


Above the gas fireplace, looking like a framed piece of art, is a 
well hidden high definition flat screen television. 
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Windows are showcased throughout the 
house to bring the outdoors tn. 


“We love having guests,’ said Susan. 

On the back end of the island is a built-in wine 
refrigerator for one-stop entertaining, one of several 
novel creature comforts that the couple insisted on. 
Some of the kitchen cabinets feature ribbed glass 
doors, a retro 1940s touch that adds to the subtle ele- 
gance of the home. Elsewhere, small dimmable square 
lighting fixtures are placed strategically throughout the 
open central living and dining area, providing accent 
lighting for the eclectic art hanging from the walls, 
most of which came from their previous Florence 
home. 

“We got rid of about half of what we had when 
we moved here, but the half that we kept - somehow it 
worked,’ said Claudia. 

“We've always lived well and we've always cared 
about what we own,’ said Susan. 

The central common area features a sleek gas fire- 
place and a television. At first glance, the wall-mount- 
ed high-definition flat-screen looks for all the world 
like a framed photograph of a desert landscape. It’s 
only when Susan adjusts the screen via the Smart 
Home control that it becomes clear that you're looking 


at a television set. 








The home's 
balance of form 
and function 

is evident 
throughout in its 
design. 


“We didn’t want people to come in and look at a TV) said 
Susan, and indeed, the draw remains the tall windows that 
frame the flat-screen and fireplace on either side. 

Between the TV and fireplace rests a long rectangle of 
concrete, designed to closely resemble reclaimed wood and 
placed there to serve as a buffer between the heat of the fire- 
place and the high-definition screen. These simple-yet-modern 
installations are all more evidence of the home's balancing of 
form and function, guided by an emphasis on texture and sim- 
plicity. The smart home system, installed by Epos Systems, con- 
nects to the thermostat, lights, TV, sound system, locks, garage 
door, and shades — all controlled through a single phone app. 

The home's master bedroom is tucked away, almost hid- 
den off to the side of the kitchen area. 
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The single-story 
craftsman house 
located in Florence 
offers a taste of 
sleek and modern 
sophistication. 
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“We intentionally put the 
master bedroom off to the 
side of the main living space; 
said Claudia. “Nobody even 
knows we have a master bed- 
room back there. We really 
like that. It’s this private space 
that’s separate’ 

A front room that dou- 
bles as a guest bedroom via a 
handsome sliding door offers 
a similar potential sanctuary 
of privacy in a home largely 
built for communal entertain- 
ing. 

“We liked the look of the 
sliding doors, but again, there's 
a practical side to it, Claudia 
said. “If we have a guest over 
they can use it and have some 
privacy, or if Susan or I are 
on the phone and we need 
a quiet space, we can close 
the doors, no big deal. So we 
3 wanted a private space but we 


also wanted to keep it open 


a 
La 


and flowing. Everything we 


; es pies did had a practical quality to 


it? 


Indeed, the couple was 
wholly involved with every 
step of the process, from 
the beginning of building 
in Spring 2018 all the way 
through to the February 
1, 2019 move-in date. They 


made careful choices, from 





the molding to the flooring to 
the expansive windows that 
would let in more light and 
lend a certain airy quality 
to the one-story craftsman. 
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Nearly every design choice, appliance, and aesthetic touch 
came from them, with the constant help of Todd Cellura of 
Sovereign Builders, their first and only choice to lead the 
construction. 

“We didn’t even look into any other builder’ said the 
couple of Cellura, who they had known for years.“We hired 
him right away. Susan and Claudia enjoyed the process of 
building their dream home one step at a time. “We started 
going though magazines, going through plans, and playing 
with the design? Susan said.“Mostly, we did it ourselves.’ 

With the added benefit of living only a couple miles 
from their new property, Susan and Claudia — who have 
lived in the Pioneer Valley for more than thirty years - 
could stop by as often as they liked, even bringing the 
builders pizza. 

“We were here every day, Susan recalled.“When the 
first floorboards went in - no walls no nothing - we came 
and sat outside with a bottle of wine just walking around, 
meeting our neighbors.’ 

“We knew this house intimately by the day we moved 
in, and there wasn’t a second it didn’t feel like home,’ she 
went on to say.“The dog knew it was his house right away. 
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He spent so much time here as it was being built. He knew 


it was his” 

“We wanted to do a fun project that we could get 
involved in in the right area,’ said Claudia, noting the 
many impromptu group dog walks taken with neighbors 
and welcome parties thrown for folks newly arrived to 
the neighborhood. “And this checked all the boxes. It’s an 
incredibly welcoming, open, friendly area” 

“In the spring and summer you sit on your front porch 
and everybody walks by and everybody waves and comes 
up and says hello? said Susan, reflecting on their Florence 
neighborhood. ‘It’s really lovely; there's a really nice feel to 
our neighborhood. It’s perfect’ 

Claudia and Susan enjoyed working on the Cottage 
so much that they decided to start a new project — this 
time in the Sunshine State.“We renovated a second home 
on the East Coast of Florida once we learned that we liked 
it so much.We had so much fun doing this that we took on 
a second project” said Claudia with a chuckle. 

“We sort of knew what we were getting into this time? 
Susan added.“We had been through it? 


WHERE TO 


Find It § 


COZY COMFORT 
Enhance your home's comfort and style 
with the TruAccents line from Shaw® 
Floors, featuring a luxurious look in both 
contemporary and traditional patterns, 
textures and colors. 
Find it at Allied Flooring, Paint and 
Design. We've got you covered. 
AlliedFlooringAndPaint.com 





a 


ARTISTIC TILE WHITE, 

BLACK & GOLD! 

A family — run business that offers the 
most innovative and stylish tiles for your 
home project. Shown with Bailey & 
Nitro: Calacatta Porcelain/Pinnacle 
Nero/Doge Mosaic/Tempo Nero Mosaic 
Find it at Santo C. DeSpirt 

Marble & Granite, Inc. 
www.santocdespirt.com 





STYLISH ACCESSORY 
Versatile phone and credit card 
case from M. Z. 

Wallace comes in an assortment of 
colors plus this chic gray camo. 
Find it at White’s in East 
Longmeadow along with 

the entire M. Z. Wallace bag 
collection. 
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FRESH COLORS IN CLASSIC STYLES 

Traditional New England casual plaid and stripe patterns in 
today’s hottest hues. These 100% pure natural wool Couristan 
styles are available in several colors such as Regatta Blue, 
Nantucket Red and more. Whether you're decorating an urban 
space, suburban home or a casual summer retreat, Shoreline 
will provide a strong, yet casual foundation for those rooms 
designed for their warm and welcoming environment. 

Find it at American Rug, www.american-rug.com 


Do you 
havea 


ee a UNIQUE 
Wall Sculpture. & _) | home? 


Handmade From ; | 1 re We are always looking 
Recycled Car | — . for beautiful, custom 
Panels aig A . homes to feature in our 
Fairly Traded na st hh eiaeee 


From Zimbabwe If you think your home is one that 
. could be featured in our magazine 


contact livingspaces@turley.com — 
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COLORFUL LIGHT 

Floor lamp made with fossilized and 
pigmented cocoa leaves. Fairly Traded. 
Find it at Blue Marble, www. 
thebluemarble.biz 





STATEMENT PIECE 
Heriz design, hand knotted 
oriental rug, made in 
Afghanistan. 100% Ghazni 
wool and natural, 
Vegetable dyes. 
Find it Harry King Rug & 
Home, www.harryking.com 
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HEATHER CRAFTY LOVE’S 
Locally handcrafted collars and bandanas. Your dog will dig these slip 
on bandanas and collars available in a variety of prints including fall, 
Halloween and winter designs. Collars are 100% cotton, adjustable and 
made with a steel, welded D-Ring rated for up to 150 pounds. 
Bandanas are also 100% cotton and slip right over the collars. 
No more readjusting and retying! 
Find them at It’s All About Me in Hampden, MA. 413-566-2285. 





2 South Bridge Drive 
Agawam, MA 01001 
(413) 786-7073 
philipsanto@comcast.net 
www.santocdespirt.com 


SCHOOL IS IN SESSION! 
EDUCATION IS IMPORTANT TO KNOW 
WHICH MATERIAL FITS YOU BEST 


WHAT WE HAVE TO OFFER: 
Custom Stone Countertops 
Family Owned for over 25 Years 
Quality Work and Local Service 
Artistic Tile 
FRANKE Sinks and Faucets 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM TODAY! 


. ; an  s 
We sell craftsmanship and stand 


out from our competitors by 
excelling in selection, quality, 
knowledge, and customer service! 
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by Patricia Gagnon 
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etired dentist, Dr. Mark S. Levy, is fond of 

a quote from comedian, Demetri Martin, 

“The earth without art is just eh’ It’s a 

visual joke that deletes the a-rt from the 

middle of the word to form the uninspir 
ing resulting interjection. One has only to visit Mark 
and his wife Sharon’s home to see why it resonates 
with him.The quote gives a sense of both his passion 
and love for art, and his eye for the creative, different, 
and fun. 

The Levy’s home in Longmeadow, Massachusetts 
is a stunning balance of living space interwoven 
with incredible works of art and sculpture. The many 
pieces of art are blended so seamlessly that it’s easy 
to pass by one of the art pieces and not see it until a 
second or even third look. 

Mark has been collecting sculptures and art- 
work for almost 50 years. It’s his passion.“When I was 
younger, could only purchase what my meager bud- 
get allowed? says Mark. 

Born and raised in Brooklyn, New York, Mark 
met his wife Sharon (who is from Longmeadow) at 
a Harvard Law School mixer. They married in 1971 





rite, 1 


Peery 
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serves as an entryway 
into the backyard is 
carved from a single root 
clump. 
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and have two children and four grandchildren. “His first 


artistic creation was our wedding rings,’ Sharon recalls. 


Using his knowledge from dental school in making casts 
for gold crowns, Mark melted down the metal to make 
their rings. 

Starting his dentistry practice in the Springfield 
area and looking for a home, Mark saw the house in 
Longmeadow and was instantly taken by the contem- 
porary design. Set back from the street on 1.7 acres, he 
saw its possibilities. “It was a bit neglected and needed 
work, he said, “but I fell in love with it’ A friend suggest- 
ed taking a picture of the house and displaying it on his 
refrigerator as visual motivation with the goal of one day 
owning it. Thirty-five years ago, they moved in and today 
have created a unique and personally designed oasis. 


livingspacesmagazine.com 


Up the curved driveway, past a whimsical bronze 
statue of a child in handstand, the house comes into 
view. It is a study in design that blends nature, earth 
elements and light. The A-frame roof tops floor to ceiling 
windows in the front and back which allow those inside 
the home to feel like they are sitting outside in nature. 
Vaulted ceilings, skylights and natural elements like rock 
covering the walls inside the home, bring that wonderful 
outdoor feel even more to life. 

Beautiful artistic statues and delightful works of art 
wait to be discovered. They are tastefully and thoughtful- 
ly placed each in their own venue. Mark estimates they 
have several hundred pieces of art. He truly has the abili- 
ty to find beautiful works of art to add to their collection 
wherever they go, but,“I do have veto power, says Sharon 
with a smile. 








‘Ive created this 
beautiful unique 
sanctuary and | love 
every element within it. 
When Im in it. [min my 
own world - at peace. 
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Over the years, art dealers and artists have become 
friends and have created sculptures and artwork specifi- 
cally for Mark - ones that have personal meaning to him. 
His favorite artists, and the ones he has in abundance 
both inside and outside of his house, includes Ken 
Packie, a sculptor who resides in the Berkshire Hills of 
Western Massachusetts. Ken uses chainsaws, chisels, and 
torches to create original wood sculptures. Others are 
Asian art gallery AsiaBarong (Bill Talbot, owner) in Great 
Barrington, Massachusetts and acclaimed artist Bruce 
Paul Fink, a sculptor and designer from Woodstock, 
Connecticut, who creates art from melting bronze, cop- 
per and aluminum for doors, gates, and entries, as well as 
garden sculptures. 

One of the most impressive pieces at the Levy’s 
home is a custom-made railing created by Bruce that fol- 
lows the stairs and front deck of the house. The 65-foot- 
long railing took two years to create and is made of 
fabricated steel and cast aluminum specially made by 
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Vaulted ceilings, skylights and natural 
elements bring the outdoor feel to life 
inside the home. 


the artist to include items of nature Mark loves. Octopi 
(“people don’t realize how intelligent an octopus is,’ 
says Mark), iguanas, frogs, fish, and others are all waiting 
to be discovered along the length of the railing. During 
the two years it took to make the fence, Mark worked on 
Wednesdays (his day off) to help design, cast, and finish 
the railing. 

The railing, like every one of Mark's art pieces, has a 
story behind it. At the base of the railing is an inscribed 
plaque that notes the fence was installed on September 
11, 2001 moments before the terrorist attack on the 
World Trade Center and the Pentagon. It says “We join 
the artist, Bruce Paul Fink, in dedicating this work of art 
as our personal memorial to those who died that day. 
The fence symbolizes the life affirming creative ability 
of mankind. It shows that from twisted metal and debris, 
life and beauty will emerge triumphant and that our 
country is indestructible.- God bless America’ 

One of the most amazing pieces is a giant 4,000- 


pound wooden sculpture located in the front of the 
house. Mark collaborated on it with artist Ken Packie. The 
sculpture, entitled “Self-Made Man, is of a man emerging 
from a block of wood. The image depicts someone cre- 
ating his own self and destiny. The figure looks as if he is 
carving himself out of the block of wood. 

The art made out of wood outside the home is 


displayed in ways that respect the organic material itself. 


Over the garage is a large sculpture created from a single 
root cluster. It looks like a starburst with the face of a 
bearded man at the center. The artist, having received 
photos via email, made the man look like Mark. Along 
the driveway, visitors can see a wooden throne carved 
out of a huge tree trunk. When the tree was being taken 
down, Mark asked the tree crew to leave enough of the 
trunk to create a chair. 

The sculptures placed around his house are whim- 
sical, peaceful, and beautiful. Nestled in beautiful land- 


scaping with fauna that includes cactus, running water 
falls, and colorful rocks are bronze sculptures of chil- 
dren swinging, reading, and playing — sculptures that 
look so fluid they almost move. Out of a culvert appears 
several alligators that will make a guest look twice, and 
bronze animals like wild boar,a cougar, a lion lying lazily 
on a tree branch, and a bear peeking over the roof come 
to life. 

There is a stunning gate that serves as an entry- 
way into the Levy’s backyard which towers 10 feet high 
and is carved from a single root clump. Bill Talbot at 
AsiaBarong found the gate and Mark had it installed. 
One side is intricately carved with images of wildlife, 
plants, Balinese gods, and monkeys. “The whole village 
helped create this gate, says Mark. “Those that had a 
talent for carving the monkeys would create each one in 
the piece, while others worked on the other images.’ The 
other side of the gate maintains the natural look of the 
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root. Across the opening of the gate is a set of teeth (a 
fun nod to Mark's career in dentistry). 

Through the gate, Mark’s design and vision creates 
a stunning backyard where multiple waterfalls cascade 
down the steep hill before the swimming pool. The 
sound of the waterfalls add to the peaceful display. At 
night the space is lit up with multiple lights. 

The front and back of the house contain floor to 
ceiling windows so that wherever a person sits inside, 
there is a feeling of being outside and immersed in the 
beauty. Inside features hundreds of pieces of art from 
across the globe including Bali, Asia, the Dominican 
Republic, Israel, and Indonesia. 

The art and sculpture in their home reflect Mark’s 


interest in pieces that are beautiful, surprising, cre- 
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ative, and fun. On the living room wall is a piece with 
an image of the sun. At closer look, it is made entirely 
out of clothespins. There is a painting of a forest scene 
where images of faces are waiting to be found hidden 
in the leaves and landscape. On one wall are two sep- 
arate pieces that depict two women looking out their 
windows of their homes as if in conversation with one 
another. On the fireplace mantle is a book that Mark had 
an artist slightly fold the outer pages to spell a loving 
message for Sharon. 

Beautifully and respectfully displayed, the sculp- 
tures are often on rotating base turntables where they 
can be turned to see every angle of the sculpture. Many 
pieces literally move by either rotating on their own 
or sway when pushed. Heavy sculptures are uniquely 
balanced where you wonder that they don't tip over on 
their own. 

For many years, Mark and Sharon, along with 
their children and grandchildren, have enjoyed their 
Longmeadow home as their private sanctuary. Only 
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recently have they begun to show their house to others. 
Once, they opened it up for tours as a fundraising event 
for their daughter's school. 

They've also generously donated some of the sculp- 
tures, including two large bronze statues - a rhinoceros 
(approximately 6 feet by 4 feet, 500 pounds) and a hip- 
popotamus (which is also a fountain and spouts water) 
- to the Zoo in Forest Park in Springfield. 

Mark’s family says he is in constant motion and 
is happiest when he is working on a project. Today, he 
makes and sells his own art pieces of thick grapevine, 
driftwood and mirrors. The mirrors are framed with items 
that show his love of the natural elements like wood, sea- 
shells and wicker. 

“When I look at the art in and around my home | 
see nature, outdoors, freedom, Mark explained. “It’s my 
passion. I’ve created this beautiful unique sanctuary and 
I love every element within it.When I’m in it, I’m in my 
own world - at peace.’ 
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INTERIOR SPECIALISTS 


Pecoy Homes 


hen building a new home 
or remodeling an existing 
one, its important to 
work with a builder who 
understands the importance of custom 
design and quality construction. For 
over 30 years, Kent Pecoy, owner of Pecoy 
Homes, has worked hard to earn a stellar 
reputation for providing an exceptional 
customer experience and a finished 
product, that from design to quality 
finish, is second to none. 

At Pecoy Homes, our in-house 
design team and our talented group of 
craftsmen and industry professionals 
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have the unique ability to offer you a*one- 
stop-shop,’ giving you the opportunity 
to design a custom home, addition or 
remodel, that is perfectly tailored to you 
and your family’s individual lifestyle- 
your size, your vision, your budget and 
of course, your distinctive features and 
finishes. 

Different from most contractors, 
Pecoy Homes offers you a strong internal 
team who ensures timely completion, 
the outstanding quality that Kent Pecoy 
demands and you deserve, and most 
importantly, that what is promised gets 
delivered. 


Visit our brand new website to get 
inspiration and share ideas with family and 
friends! You'll find great decorating ideas in 
our enhanced Idea Gallery, information on 
other Pecoy neighborhoods throughout the 
area, a variety of home plans and so much 
more. Check out our new Community pages 
showcasing each of our new homes under 
construction and model homes for sale. www. 
pecoy.com 

Contact Pecoy Homes to learn more 
about building new or remodeling. In MA, call 
413-781-7008, in CT, call 860-269-3054, at The 
Cape, call 508-694-6895. 


DESIGN | BUILD | REMODEL | MAINTAIN 


413-781-7008 
Visit Our Brand New Website! 
www.pecoy.com 





FROM DESIGN TO CUSTOM FINISH 
OUR REPUTATION SPEAKS FOR ITSELF 
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DESIGN BUILD REMODEL MLALN TAIN 


413-781-7008 


NOW BUILDING IN... WWW .PECOY.COM 
Our new 55+ neighborhood in Enfield, CT - Shaker Heights 


WILBRAHAM -— Cedar Ridge of Wilbraham —Condos 
EAST LONGMEADOW - Bella Vista Estates 


NORTHAMPTON - Village Hill and Emerson Way | CAPE COD — West Dennis Lot for Sale 
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Escape the Ordinary 


at Charlton Furniture 
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Furniture is our passion; whether you're looking for that perfect 
accent piece, or furnishing your entire home, our eclectic collection 
ot tresh styles will help you transtorm your vision into stunning reality. 
Throughout our three galleries, you'll tind beautitully handcratted 
American-made furniture, unique accessories and quality upholstery 
and leather pieces at an exceptional value. 


Charlton Furniture has been family-owned and operated for over 
50 years. Founder Joseph Pikul’s commitment to superior customer 
service and honest values continues through his children and current 
owners, David Pikul and Susan (Pikul) LeBlanc. Located in Central 
Massachusetts, Charlton Furniture has one of the widest selections 
ot unique furnishings and new collections in the region — all at 
unbeatable prices. 


charltonfurniture.com 


107 DRESSER HILL RD, (RTE 31), CHARLTON, MA 01507 508-248-5566 





timeless design | superior craftsmanship | modern elegance » 





Redetine elegance and comfort in your home with our hand-selected 
turnishings, or customize your selection with hundreds of tabrics, 
tinishes and leather choices trom our design center for a truly unique 
look. Need assistance? Our talented designers will work with you 
to create the look you desire. From an in-store consultation to a more 
comprehensive in-home visit, our team will listen to your vision and 
make suggestions to complement your style. 


We also ofter a premium bedding department with high quality lines 
such as Serta and Gold Bond. Plus, look to The Annex at Charlton 
Furniture for brand name closeouts and one-ota-kind items at an 
excellent value. 


Discover the ditterence of extraordinary craftsmanship and make 
Charlton Furniture your premier furniture destination. 
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If the cooling temperatures of fall have 
you longing to warm up your interior 
spaces, consider adding the cozy texture 
only a rug can provide. Both wall-to-wall 
carpeting and area rugs create a welcoming 
feel, and can even add an extra layer of 
insulation. 

Allied Flooring, 
offers a wide variety of carpet styles, 


Paint and Design 
including the TruAccents line from Shaw® 
Floors, which features a luxurious look in 
patterns, textures and colors ranging from 
contemporary to traditional. 

Not only will the design experts at 
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Allied Flooring, Paint and Design 


Allied help you choose the flooring that 
will work best for your living spaces, they’ll 
recommend the best padding—maximizing 
warmth and providing an additional layer 
of comfort—take care of installation, and 
even help you choose complementary 
paint colors if you are doing a complete 
room refresh. You can also count on them 
for carpet, floor and upholstery cleaning, 
and if disaster strikes, emergency water 
extraction service, available 24/7. 

When it comes to flooring, paint and 
design, Allied has got you covered. Learn 
more at AlliedFlooringAndPaint.com. 
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From its humble beginnings in a 
Chicopee warehouse in 1998, Allied 
Flooring, Paint and Design has 
grown to earn its place among the 
region’s top retailers in its industry. 
The family-owned business offers 
a friendly and knowledgeable staff, 
vast selection of top-name flooring 
and paint, exclusive design center, 
and cleaning division. It’s easy to 
ToLoMMUATcLMAUII (LOM ATESMOLOLMAZOLUM CO) cl acl@ B 


AGAWAM 
350 Main Street 
413-233-3100 


EAST LONGMEADOW 
55 North Main Street 
413-224-2144 
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Free Carpet Cleaning within 
One Year of Installed Carpet* 
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We've got. you covered 
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eed an upgrade? Could you use 
more space? Do you love where 
you live but not your home? 





In addition to quality custom 


new home construction, Sovereign Builders 





offers expert remodeling and renovation ser 
vices. Whether you need to update a kitchen, 


remodel a bathroom, or finish a basement or 





home theater, we are here for all your construc- 
tion needs. 

At Sovereign Builders, we've earned our rep- 
utation by building quality homes designed for 
comfortable living. Whatever your taste, from 
contemporary to colonial, we'll work with you 
to create a home that will complement and 
enhance your lifestyle. We'll assess your needs 
and preferences and design a living space 
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Sovereign Builders, Inc. 


that’s “you,” incorporating the ideal balance of 


form and function. 


Most work is done by Sovereign Builders’ 


own crews, not subcontractors, so you get the 
most cost-effective construction possible using 


the finest materials available, with strict adher 





ence to budget and time schedules. We will 
work with an architect of your choice, or we 
can provide our own qualified architect to 
prepare the plans for building your new home 
or planning your remodeling project. We turn 
your needs, wants and visions into beautiful 
and functional living spaces that make a house 
your home. 

Give us a call today. Take the first step to 
building your dream home. 


SECTION 






OVEREIGK 
BUILDERS INC 


SIU eflatemeitialared i= 
homes in Western 
Massachusetts since 1987 


413.977.6608 


Westhampton, MA 
AVANAXon(-le-1(elalelelice(-1e-Maelat) 








EXCEPTIONAL LIVING ~ BY DESIGN 





OVEREIGI 
BUILDERS INC 


NEW HOMES, REMODELS & MORE 
Give us a call today 413.977.6608 
WESTHAMPTON, MA | WWW.SOVEREIGNBUILDERS.COM 
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Flag Fables Home 


WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA 


ouve known Flag Fables Home 

for more than thirty-five years as 

the place to find flags - beginning 
with our own hand-crafted decorative 
flags. Over the years we have added 
printed decorative flags, made-in-America 
American flags, international _ flags, 
military flags, and sports flags from the 
countrys leading manufacturers. We've 
also added magnetic mailbox covers, 
yard signs, decorative doormats, seasonal 
wreaths, faux-floral stems & arrangements, 


hand painted outdoor art, framed art and 
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unique gifts. 

Our new retail store is located at 
1285 Riverdale Street/Route 5, at the 
corner of Ashley Avenue (on the way 
to Olympia Ice Center and AAA). We're 
right off the highways (both Route 91 
and Route 90/Mass Turnpike) and we 
have plenty of convenient parking. Come 
see the latest in indoor and outdoor 
decorative products and designs. Or you 
may shop on our website, flagfables.com, 
and receive free shipping on all online 


flag purchases. 





4, Flag Fables Home 


We're open every day 
for your convenience: 
Monday - Friday 
10:00AM - 6:00PM, 
Saturday 10:00AM - 5:00PM 
Sunday 12:00PM - 4:00PM. 


Come visit us! It's worth the trip! 


at-lema-le) (Male) iil= 
1285 Riverdale Street 
West Springfield, MA 01089 


800.257.1025 








1285 RIVERDALE STREET 
WEsT SPRINGFIELD, MA 


4, Flag Fables Home 413-747-0525 


www.flagfables.com 
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@TheCenteratEH 
(413) 477-6746 


242 Old Petersham Rd., Hardwick, MA 01037 


A PLACE TO DISCOVER MUSIC, DANCE, THEATRE, AND ARTISTS OF 
EVERY DISCIPLINE IN THE MOST BEAUTIFL SETTING IN CENTRAL 
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The Doo-Wah Riders 
November 9 @ 7:30 p.m. 


GIDDY-UP and get ready for the most electic night of your life! 
Defined by their sound..."high energy country with a Cajun twist," 
The Doo-Wah Riders' ultra-tight musicianship and unique 
arrangements have made them favorites everywhere they go. 





Gilbert Play MATILDA The Musical 
a\ Rico November 22, 29, 30 @ 7 p.m. 
November 23, 24 & December 1 @ 2 p.m. 


The Gilbert Players proudly present Matilda, The Musical. 
Matilda is an extraordinary little girl who, armed with a sharp 
mind and vivid imagination, dares to take a stand, proving that 
everyone has the power to change their story. 





The Company Men: HOLIDAY SHOW 
December 7 @ 7:30 p.m. 


With their throwback sound, smooth Motown moves and an 
incredible all-star band, The Company Men are ready to bring you an 
unforgettable evening of entertainment. Their new HOLIDAY SHOW, 

featuring songs such as Happy Holidays, Jingle Bell Rock, White 
Christmas and many more, is festive fun for the whole family. 
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timeless design | superior crattsmanship | modern elegance 


Escape the ordinary 


We invite you to experience how quality, American-made furniture can transform your home. 


Ly | 


| harlton 
Escape the ordinary. FURNITURE 


Complimentary design service available. 





107 Dresser Hill Rd, (Rte 31), Charlton, MA 01507 | 508-248-5566 | charltonfurniture.com 


Mon-Fri10-6 | Sat10-5 | Sun 12-5 


